








Wild animals in the borderlands, from 
bighorn sheep (top left) to javelina (top 
right), are facing habitat loss, degrada-
tion and fragmentation due to border 
wall construction (bottom left). Roads 
and construction have torn up public 
lands all along the border, including the 
Otay Mountains, a designated wilder-
ness, (bottom right) and the Lower Rio 
Grande Valley National Wildlife Refuge 
(bottom center).
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For more information on this issue and to learn more about borderlands ecosystems, visit:

A 15-foot wall of steel in southwestern Arizona blocks passage for wildlife along dozens of miles of dry desert landscape, keeping imperiled 
species from reliable year-round water sources found on one side of the wall.
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Cover: About 600 miles of wall has been built along the nearly 2,000-mile U.S.-Mexico 
border, much of it through fragile ecosystems like the Sonoran Desert.
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